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SENATE BI LL 5680

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1997 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senators Stranni gan, Heavey, Wod, Benton, Johnson, Deccio, Mrton,
Sellar, Rossi, Hargrove, Stevens, Zarelli, Swecker and Hochstatter

Read first time 02/07/97. Referred to Commttee on Governnent
Oper ati ons.

AN ACT Rel ating to restrictions on mailings by i ncunbents; anmendi ng
RCW 42.17.132; and decl aring an energency.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW42.17.132 and 1995 ¢ 397 s 5 are each anended to read
as foll ows:
During the twelve-nonth period preceding the last day for

certification of the election results for ((a—statetegisltater—s)) an
elected official’s election to office, the ((legistater)) elected

official may not nmail to a constituent at public expense a letter

newsl etter, brochure, or other piece of literature except as provided
in this section. During this period the elected official may not
produce or distribute through the use of public facilities a public

servi ce announcenent by print or broadcast nedia or other electronic

media. However, the office may in the nornmal performance of its duties

i ssue public service announcenents that are not in the nane of the

official.

((Fhe)) During the twelve-nonth period before the last day for
certification of the results of an election in which a state or | ocal

agency director is a candidate, the director nmay not mail to a
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constituent at public expense a letter, newsletter, brochure, or other

piece of literature except as provided in this section. During this

period the director may not produce or distribute through the use of

public facilities a public service announcenent by print or broadcast

medi a or other electronic nedia. However, the agency nay in the nornal

performance of its duties issue public service announcenents that are

not in the nane of the director.

A state legislator may nmail one mailing no later than thirty days
after the start of a regular |egislative session and one mailing no
| ater than sixty days after the end of a regul ar | egislative session of
identical newsletters to constituents.

((Fhre—tegistatoer)) An elected official or state or |ocal agency

director may mail an individual letter to an individual constituent who

(1) has contacted the ((legistater)) elected official or director
regardi ng the subject matter of the letter during the ((+egistater—s))

elected official’s or director’s current termof office; or (2) holds
a governnental office with jurisdiction over the subject natter of the
letter.

A violation of this section constitutes use of the facilities of a
public office for the purpose of assisting a canpaign under RCW
42.17.130 and 42.52. 180.

The house of representatives and senate shall specifically [imt
expenditures per nenber for the total cost of mailings, including but
not limted to production costs, printing costs, and postage.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 2. This act is necessary for the imedi ate
preservation of the public peace, health, or safety, or support of the
state governnment and its existing public institutions, and takes effect
i mredi atel y.

~-- END ---
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